
Early Sunday morning, June 15, 2014, there was much excitement as the Sisters of 
Divine Providence along with their family and friends began to arrive at St. Anne 
Retreat Center (formerly St. Anne Convent) for what was no ordinary event. It was 

Jubilee Sunday – a time to celebrate the anniversaries of profession of 14 women religious 
dear to their hearts. More importantly, this was an occasion to join with the Sisters of Divine 
Providence in giving thanks for all that God has done in and through the Jubilarians during 
the past 50 to 80 years of consecrated life. The Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving was held in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel with the Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, Bishop of the Diocese of Covington, 
Kentucky, as the principal celebrant.

Their resume of service to the Church, the Congregation and to society at large is very 
impressive: education on all levels, social and pastoral service, international justice and peace 
ministries, missionary projects, diocesan tribunals, etc.

And still their journey continues…
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Sisters of Divine Providence

     Early Sunday morning, June 15, 2014, there was much excitement 
as Sisters of Divine Providence, family and friends were beginning to 
arrive at St. Anne Retreat Center (formerly St. Anne Convent) for what 
was no ordinary event. It was Jubilee Sunday, a time set apart to 
celebrate the anniversaries of profession of 14 women religious dear 
to their hearts.  More importantly, this was an occasion to join with the 
Sisters of Divine Providence in giving thanks for all that God has done 
in and through the Jubilarians over the past 50 to 80 years of 
consecrated life. The Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving was held in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel with the Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Covington, Kentucky as the principal celebrant. 
     For the 2014 CDP Jubilarians, the significance had much deeper 
roots. A jubilee celebration is above all a celebration of God’s 
unconditional love, compassion, and faithfulness.  It is not about what 
these women religious have accomplished; it’s about why they did 
what they did, and for Whom.  It is about a relationship that has 

endured through challenging times. In a society in which relationships 
are very fragile, these women have stayed the course. Their YES to 
God was much more than a three lettered word; it was etched in their 
hearts for all time.   
     Plumes of incense rose from the censors and voices rang out clear 
throughout the chapel as the Jubilarians once more renewed their 
vows to God.  Who are these women with the lighted candles? They 
are Sisters of Divine Providence who responded to God’s call at 
different ages, came from different countries, had diverse 
backgrounds, but were united in one unique goal…to respond to the 
call of Jesus Christ in the Congregation of Divine Providence of  
St. Jean de Bassel. Their resume of service to the Church, the 
Congregation and to society at large is very impressive: education on 
all levels, social and pastoral service, international justice and peace 
ministries, missionary projects, diocesan tribunals, etc. ... 
     ...and still their journey continues…. 

 Standing:  60 Year Jubilarians: Srs. John Margaret Walsh, Mary Thomas Harvey, Francis Margaret Maag, Mary Belle Borros, Judith McMahon.  
50 Year Jubilarians: Srs. Margaret Stallmeyer, Stephanie Killeen, Mary Bezold, Alice Gerdeman.   

Seated, more 60 Year Jubilarians: Srs. Rita Brennan, Gertrude Ann Knipper, Viola Martin.  70 Year Jubilarian: Sr. M. Bertha Berling 
and 80 Year Jubilarian: Sr. M. Mansueta Martineau

                                October 2014 

Congratulations Jubilarians 2014 

Standing: 60-Year Jubilarians: Srs. John Margaret Walsh, Mary Thomas Harvey, Francis Margaret Maag, Mary Belle Borros and 
 Judith McMahon. 50-Year Jubilarians: Srs. Margaret Stallmeyer, Stephanie Killeen, Mary Bezold and Alice Gerdeman. Seated, more  
60-Year Jubilarians: Srs. Rita Brennan, Gertrude Ann Knipper and Viola Martin; 70-Year Jubilarian: Sr. M. Bertha Berling; and  
80-Year Jubilarian: Sr. M. Mansueta Martineau.

Congratulations, Jubilarians 2014
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Greetings Holy Family Alum and Friends,
 
Just want to wish every-

one a very Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy Holiday 
season.

Congratulations to the 
70-year Jubilarians, espe-
cially Sister Mary Bertha, 
who some of you may 
remember was the Holy 

Family first grade teacher for the Class of 1965.
If you make a move during this next year, 

please let us know so we can update our Blarney 
list. When I was looking for classmates from 1964 
and 1965, I was amazed at how many names were 
missing, and so many of these people have siblings 
and cousins on the list. And when you send us 
updates, please send us your news. 

Happy New Year to all the HFS Alums and 
friends.

– Stephanie MILLER Gallaher ’65, editor

Editor’s Letter Class Notes

The “Wartime Memorabilia” 
story by Bob Kelly in the last 
Blarney Stone really hit home 
since I lived near the tracks with 
my bedroom 20 yards from the 
arriving trains. As the trains ar-
rived, everyone would holler, 
“Troop Train.” I also have many 
articles from that time. My 
Mom and others would bake 
cookies and have them ready 
for arrivals. We gave them our 
funny (comic) books and they 
enjoyed anything to read. This 
was a period from 1941-1945. 
Toward the end of the war, it 
was amazing to see German 
soldiers as young as 14 and 15 
as POWs. We usually just stood 
and stared at the Japanese pris-
oners, with some limited communication with the German prisoners. During ‘ 44 and ’45, trains 
arrived as often as three or four per day. The troops would give us money to run to stores to purchase 
ice cream or candy. 

Living on Carter Avenue near Holy Family gave the Curtis, Simpson, Huffman, Tussey and Lum-
ley families a close-up view of the war effort.

President Harry Truman gave a campaign speech in Ashland from the rear of his train in 1948 and 
I worked my way up front to view him. Several pictures were in the local banks for years showing Joe 
Curtis, myself and others near the train.  

             – Submitted by Fred Simpson, Class of ’53

The following is an excerpt from a news article  
detailing President Truman’s visit:

October 2, 1948
The Ashland Daily Independent

Young and Old-Big and Little Join In Cheers As 
President Visits Ashland

By Charles Krell

Americans all…the little fellow who had to be squeezed in between, the chap on his daddy’s 
shoulder, old and young alike from every walk of life, from every creed…cheered together 
yesterday afternoon.

It was a great day for Ashland.  The cheers of the huge throng, estimated from 5,000 to 8,000 
persons, were for the nation’s No. 1 citizen, the president, Harry S. Truman.

For all but a few of the thousands gathered at the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway station, it 
was the first time that they had ever seen the President of the United States, except in the movie 
newsreels.

President Truman stopped here for about twenty minutes, en route to Washington, climaxing 
a campaign speaking tour that had taken him to the far West.  Despite the rigors of the trip, Mr. 
Truman appeared in excellent health, tanned and in good spirits.

Greeted with equal enthusiasm were Mrs. Truman and their daughter, Margaret.
Mr. Truman appealed to the crowd “to get out and vote this November.”  He told them that 

the “Do Nothing 80th Congress got in because two-thirds of you stayed at home in the last 
election.”

From the archives of the Boyd County Public Library
– Submitted by Editor

Pick 
an Ornament,

Make a Donation

Help Our School! 

* Pick an ornament from the 
Christmas tree in the Holy Family 

Narthex…Place ornament and 
donation in an envelope and 

return to the church or school 
office.  Please put your name and 

address on the envelope if you wish 
to keep the ornament.



Mildred Hitt Slattery, 93, of Ashland, died October 25, 2014, in Community 
Hospice Care Center in Ashland. She was born July 13, 1921, in Bridgeville. She 
was preceded in death by her husband John P. “Jack” Slattery. Mrs. Slattery is 
survived by her two sons, John P. (Diane) Slattery, ’65, of Ashland and Thomas 
B. (Donna) Slattery, ’66, of Lexington; two granddaughters, Kathleen (Adam) 
Lewis and Kelly (Jason) Davis; two grandsons, J.P. (Khrista) Slattery and Shawn 
Slattery; two sisters, and eight great-grandchildren. Mildred worked in the ac-
counting department of Ashland Oil until her retirement at the age of 74. She 
was also a bookkeeper with Zwick’s Music Co. A memorial Mass was held at 
Holy Family Church.

Melissa MITCHELL Pickelsimer, 53, of Ashland, died 
November 13, 2014, in KDMC. She was born October 
2, 1961, a daughter of Carolyn JARVIS McSweeney 
’53, and Glen Mitchell. Melissa was a member of 
Holy Family Church and employed at Gatti’s Pizza 
in Ashland. She was a 1980 Holy Family graduate. 
In addition to her mother, she is survived by her 
husband, Charles Pickelsimer; four sisters, Kathy 

(Stewart) Schneider ’73, of Ashland, Alice Serey ’74 of 
Port St. Lucie, Florida, Madonna ‘76 (Chris) Peslis of 

Washington D.C., and Elizabeth ’78 (Don) Rothermich 
of Columbus, Ohio; and numerous nieces and nephews. A me-

morial service was held at Lazear Funeral Home and a private committal service 
at Calvary Cemetery.

Robert E. Blair Jr., 71, of Deland, Fla., formerly of Gree-
nup, died November 26, 2014. He was the son of the late 
Robert E. Blair and Florence CITTI Blair ‘39. Bob attended 
Holy Family High School and graduated from Greenup. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force in Germany. After leaving the 
service, he was employed in the telecommunications industry 
and traveled with his family until his retirement in 2000. Bob 
enjoyed traveling, restoring antique cars and fishing. He is 

survived by his wife of 48 years Jean Kinner Blair and a son Taylor (Angela) Blair 
and their children Emily and Catherine of Austin, Texas. He was predeceased by 
his daughter Lori Ann. According to his wishes, he will be cremated and have his 
ashes scattered over his secret fishing spot on the St. John’s River.
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In Memoriam

Sr. Mary Noel Gervais, CD, 88, died January 20, 2014, 
at Holy Family Home in Melbourne. She was a professed 
member of the Congregation of Divine Providence for 67 
years. Sr. Noel (Barbara Eunice Gervais) was the second of 
five children born to Clarence and Eunice Gervais. She was 
preceded in death by her parents and her younger sister Ann, 
and is survived by her sister Marjorie Schultz of Indiana; two 
brothers, Neil Gervais of Connecticut and Wilton Gervias 

of Minnesota; and her religious community, the Sisters of Divine Providence. Sr. 
Noel entered Saint Anne Convent on October 25, 1945, made her first profession 
of vows in 1947 and professed her final vows in August 1952. Sr. Noel was born 
and raised in Mapleville, Rhode Island. She served in the field of education for 
35 years, seven of these as the music teacher at Our Lady of Providence Academy 
in Newport, Ky. She was a talented musician and delighted in her high school 
music classes as well as the private piano lessons she offered to young musicians 
from 1994-2000. Following her years in the classroom, she enjoyed five years in 
Parish Ministry with Native Americans in Kayenta, Arizona, and seven years as 
a staff member of Moye Spiritual Life Center, the retreat ministry of the Sisters 
of Divine Providence. Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Saint Anne 
Convent January 23, 2014. 

 John Menshouse, 90, of Flatwoods, died August 26, 2014, in Cabell Hun-
tington Hospital in Huntington, W.Va. He was preceded in death by his wife 
June and a daughter Barsha. He is survived by two sons, Thomas Menshouse  
of New Jersey and Bernard Menshouse of Lexington; five daughters, Charla  
Mullins of Ashland, Dawn Johnson of Westchester, Ohio, Diana Menshouse of 
Ashland, Denise Menshouse of Lexington and Deborah Robinson of Flatwoods; 
four grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Menshouse served in the U.S. Navy during World War II and was retired 
from the Armco Carpenter Shop. A funeral Mass was held at Holy Family Church 
with burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Patricia Ann ELAM Porter, 70, of Westwood, died in September in  
Community Hospice Care Center in Ashland. She was born January 24, 1944, 
in Ashland. Pat attended Holy Family School and graduated from Ashland High 
School in 1962. She is survived by her daughters, Lisa King, Leslie Eldridge, and 
Mary Porter and her sister, Sarah Jane ELAM. A funeral Mass was held at Preston 
Family Funeral Home with burial in Rose Hill Cemetery.

Reunion Planned  
The Classes of ‘64 and ‘65 have made tentative plans to have their 50th reunion next year 
in Lexington to accommodate all of the grads who are living in the Lexington-Northern 
Kentucky area. The following people are not listed in our Blarney Stone mailing and we are 
hoping family and friends of these grads will send us an updated address. 

Louis Vonderheide
Rose Sparks
Gary Taylor

Robert Thompson
Butch Weinfurtner

Ann Gehringer
Connie Lowe
Rene Smith

Arthur Bryson

Dave Klaiber
Paul Meinhart

John Thompson
Linda Willis
Larry Vance

Linda Maynard

William Roland
Marilyn Pierce

Nancy Hayhurst
Patty Quinlan

Sharon Hatfield

Class of 1964 Class of 1965

If you have addresses for any of these 
alumni, please email them to:
stephanie@thegallahergroup.com.
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Walling Named Part of W.Va. Next 40 under 40
Sarah Walling, daughter of  Andrea Delaney Walling, 

was honored this past spring as part of  West Virginia’s 
Next 40 Under 40, by The State Journal, West Virginia’s 
business, government and legal newspaper.

Sarah, age 33, is an attorney with Jenkins Fenster-
maker in Huntington, W.Va. Sarah’s journey took her 
from eastern Kentucky to Texas, back to Texas and fi-
nally to Huntington. Sarah is originally from Ashland, 
Ky. When she was a child, her family left the area when 

her father got a job in another state.
 She earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of  Texas in 2000. She 
did title exam work for a title insurance company in the Austin area before 
she started law school, which she graduated from in 2010.
 The Huntington Tri-State area was always home to her, so she attended 
law school at the University of  Kentucky and found work after graduation 
with Jenkins Fenstermaker.
 “I worked in real estate for several years before I came back for law 
school,” Walling said. “I thought I would stay in real estate. In law school, 
I had a chance to get involved in general litigation for a law firm. It’s a little 
more exciting.” Some of  her cases she has handled this year have dealt with 
political subdivisions and insurance cases.
 Walling is involved in several organizations in the Huntington area. She 
is treasurer of  the Cabell County Bar Association. Last year, she was the 
bar association’s secretary. As a bar association officer, she helped develop 
a countywide initiative with Legal Aid of  West Virginia’s Huntington office 
and other local attorneys. She is a member of  the Defense Trial Counsel of 
West Virginia.
 In the community, she is incoming vice president of  the Junior League 
and is on several committees at the Huntington Museum of  Art. She has 
been a member of  the museum’s Open Door Membership Committee since 
2010 and served on the Museum Ball Committee in 2012 and 2013. She also 
sits on the museum’s Next Generation Advisory Council.
 Walling has been a member of  the board of  directors of  Dress for Success 
River Cities since 2010. She worked with United Way of  the River Cities as 
a loaned executive in 2010, and she is the West Virginia Network Leader for 
the Texas Exes Alumni Association.
 On her own time, she likes fishing and hiking.

AccomplishmentsHFS Classmate Gatherings

Class of 1973 
These alumni gathered re-
cently for a mini 41st class 
reunion. They are from left: 
Bob Bauer with his wife 
Kim; Ralph Brislin with his 
wife Becky; Tom Mathews 
and his wife Janet Arthur 
Mathews; Joe and Bev  
Bradley Coleman and Bill 
and Laura Bradley. 

Thank You, Postage Donors !
Ray Stewart, ’78
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School News

Enrollment
DID YOU KNOW???? Enrollment at Holy Family School is at the high-
est it’s been since the 2008-2009 school year. Great things are happening 
within our Pre-K, Elementary, Middle & Collegiate High School.  If you are 
interested in giving your child or grandchild the gift of a Catholic Education, 
please contact the school office at 606-324-7040.

Academics
Holy Family Students Qualify for  
Prestigous Duke TIP Program

Several 4th-7th grade HFS students recently qualified for the prestigious 
Duke TIP program. Those students are Maria Debord, Jared Johnson, Ellen 
Jane Heaberlin, Lauren Kaczmarczyk, Wesley Gibbs, Emma Stansbury, Paul 
Delaney, William Beardsley, Mac Meek and Morgan Bradley. Furthermore, 
they rank in the 95th percentile nationwide. This is a great testament to Holy 
Family School, students, parents and teachers. Achievement on this scale is 
a remarkable feat.


